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To Begin,

We would like to acknowledge the lands that learners, educators, and GreenlLearning
staff are on, across Turtle Island and around the world.

eCards is currently monitored by staff in Moh'kinsstis, and the Treaty 7 region of
Southern Alberta. This is the traditional Treaty 7 territory of the Blackfoot Confederacy;
Siksika, Kainai, Piikani, as well as the Tsuut'ina and the Tyaxe Nakoda Nations. This
territory is home to the Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3 within the historical
Northwest Métis homeland. With gratitude, we acknowledge the land and the
Indigenous people that have taken care of it since time immemorial, and continue to
honour and celebrate this territory.

We acknowledge the land to improve our understanding of local Indigenous peoples
and their cultures, and to reaffirm our commitment to reconciliation. We encourage
you to become familiar with the land that you are accessing eCards from.

Native Land app (a great starting place to learn more about where you are)
The Land You Live On (a Teacher's Guide to the Native Land app)
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An Introduction to eCards

eCards is an environmental education and advocacy tool that aims to empower
youth to act for the climate by learning about environmental issues, creating
informed opinions, and acting on them. By sending an eCard to a decision maker,
eCards allows learners to express what they have learned through their research
and what matters most to them through art and writing in order to generate
awareness and to take meaningful, collective action.

eCards provides learning opportunities for learners in all grades with some
adaptations, but were originally designed for grades 7-12. It is an opportunity to
do much more than meet curriculum expectations. eCards is an outlet for
facilitating learners in changing the world by having their voice be heard and
shaping their futures- one eCard at a time.

The Topic Resource Center that supports the research phase of the project was
written specifically for grade 7-12 learners. With educator support to guide the
process and learning of younger grades, elementary school students can also use
eCards with success.

Looking for examples?

Check out the latest
published eCards here!

connect.greenlearning.ca/
ecards/tag/ecards-for-

Why eCards? awareness

As an educator, you can expect:
e A structured elLearning approach to topical issues
e Comprehensive Educator Materials - from activities that introduce eCards to your class
right through to assessment rubrics and wrap-up activities

A website that is secure and moderated. GreenLearning Administrators moderate
learner eCards and provide feedback each step of the process.

Ample opportunity to provide online feedback to your learners as they research and
create their eCards

Access to the eCards Showcase— GreenLearning's gallery of learner eCards exemplars
Everything you need to give your learners an experience in research and advocacy.
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Connections & Outcomes

Curriculum Connections

While developing learners’ knowledge and
critical thinking, eCards both relies on and
advances their writing, reading, media literacy,
visual art and information technology skills.

With its emphasis on research, and written and
visual communication, eCards provides an
opportunity for cross-curricular and integrated
learning.

Curriculum connections and rubrics are
available on the educator resources page
(https://programs.greenlearning.ca/ecards-
educator-resources).

Learning Outcomes

eCards gives learners an opportunity to:

e think critically about current environmental issues

e develop their research skills
identify communication strategies needed for advocacy
understand how to build informed opinions about a subject

develop their knowledge of Canada and its natural resources

enhance their language arts skills, especially their reading comprehension,
research and media literacy skills

advance their visual arts skills

learn in an interdisciplinary environment as they choose and create visual
and textual messages geared to a specific audience.
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Quick Look: General eCards Pathway

Looking for more educator involvement
in the approval process?

Step 1: Research

We can add you directly to
(2-3 hours)

the eCard review and
approval process. Let us know
at ecards@greenlearning.ca
if that's a helpful option!

Step 2: Create
(1-3 hours)

Step 3: Feedback
(1-2 hours)

GreenlLearning will...

Step 4: Send ... review, send, and publish the eCards.
assroom Tech 2o We'll reach out if there are any concerns
(1 hour) ° Needec.Ir y

or required edits for your class’ eCards.

Review
(general content, student privacy)

Send and/or Publish

(per learner consent, and we'll be sure
to CC you on any outgoing mail!)
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Educator Instructions

This Educator’s Guide is designed to help you make the
most of eCards with your class. If you have any
qguestions at any time please use the live chat function
on our website or email ecards@greenlearning.ca .
We're here to help!

Learners create eCards in four steps:

1.Research (2-3 hours)
2.Create (1-3 hours)
3.Feedback (1-2 hour)
4.Send (1 hour)

Say Hello!

We're always happy to support
and connect you with free
resources and tools for your
classroom. Let us know if you're
planning an eCards activity with
your class!

Depending on your approach and class, you can expect it to take 5- 8
classroom hours for learners to create an eCard. The next few pages
will give you an overview of what to expect and share helpful

resources to use along the way.

Once learners submit their eCards, the approval process begins. We'll
check over the learners’ work to confirm their privacy, run a quick fact
check, and confirm that the content is kind. If we feel like it's important
for the student to make an edit, we'll email them and copy the identified
educator on the email as well. Then, GreenLearning will email the
decision-maker and/or post the final work to our website on behalf of
your learner. The identified educator will also be notified when we've
sent out the email and if the eCard has been published.

Any replies that we receive about your learners’ eCards will be shared with you
promptly! In the meantime, consider adding to your class’ momentum by taking action
with Commit2Act (commit2act.org), taking on a GreenLearning Challenge, or diving
deeper on a topic by exploring our resources at greenlearning.ca .
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Step 1: Research
Selecting a Topic c'“ﬂé’:ﬂf

Some educators have a topic in mind when using this
activity, or are interested in leaving the choice up to the
learners. If this is the case for you, you can jump ahead to
Step 2: Create!

If you're looking for a topic to modify or adapt for younger learners, or would like to
assign research topics to your secondary learners, we have a collection of
Backgrounders that give in-depth information about environmental topics through a
Canadian lens.

Choose a research topic by visiting our eCard Research Topics page. Wind energy,
solar energy, nuclear power or climate change are examples of topics you or learners
can choose from. Learners can also use GreenLearning's Spiral Inquiry process for
inspiration. Find the Spiral Inquiry model here.

To keep things streamlined, the learner’s side of the eCards landing page takes them
directly to the eCard submission page. If you choose to share the eCard Research
Topics with your learners, they will first need to create an account on
programs.greenlearning.ca (or gain access to a general login you create and share
with them). Then, you will be able to share the eCards Research Topics page with
them.

Classroom Tech /[

Researching a Topic

The eCards website includes all of the information that
independent secondary learners need. Each topic also
has some prompting questions to help learners guide
their research and think critically about what they're
reading.

You may also want to encourage learners to

consult other sources online, especially if
Fact vs. Fake News: How to . ..,
Combat Climate their chosen topic isn't one of our
Disinformation .

developed research topics yet. Before

diving in, we have a blog post about
_-.:. ‘A combatting climate disinformation you
md . may be interested in reviewing with
learners first!

{



https://programs.greenlearning.ca/ecards-research-topics
https://programs.greenlearning.ca/course/spiral-inquiry-model
https://programs.greenlearning.ca/start
https://greenlearning.ca/blog/environmental-education/fact-vs-fake-news-how-to-combat-climate-disinformation
https://greenlearning.ca/blog/environmental-education/fact-vs-fake-news-how-to-combat-climate-disinformation

Step 2: Create

Choosing an Audience

Alone or in small groups, learners consider what they
want to communicate and to whom.

The Advocating Change Handout and the Educator's Guide both suggest ways to
lead the class in working through questions of audience, tone and online
communication. However, this creation step of eCards can be as unique and tailored
to your group as you want to make it. We've developed a worksheet that you can use
as a resource to help learners develop their message.

A class discussion is an effective way to help learners think through the potential
recipients of eCards. As a class, you could brainstorm all of the people and groups they
can think of who make energy decisions, big or small. Help learners see that they could
direct an eCard to almost anyone. Encourage learners to answer questions about
specific recipients; for example:

1.How much does this person know about this topic (for example, energy)?
2.What responsibilities does this person have that can influence this topic?
3.Who makes decisions about the topic?

-
April/3/2023

Dear Mr. Trudeau,

My name is Humzah k. | am writing to you addressing the rise of climate
change and greenhouse gas emissions in Canada, Now | know that you
and the government are aware of this problem and trying to solve it but if
we want to make a real change and impact then we need to start trying
harder so that we can resolve this problem or at the minimum reduce it.

1 think that seeing how us Canadians are contributing to the enhanced
greenhouse effect and climate change, we should make it mandatory to g
stop relying on fossil fuels and to rely on more renewable resources like

solar panels and electric cars. Now | understand that this will be very very
costly but we should forget about the money for a minute and focus on \
saving our planet because if we don’t start taking more action then the N ey ‘
future of Canada and the whole world will not be guaranteed. - L -

A Student Wants You To Protect Our Greenbelt

I also think that this would help with some of the problems the indigenous
communities are facing like lack of clean water and food. For example, in
the northwest territories higher temperatures are negatively affecting the
people in the area by the global temperatures rising fewer animals are
migrating and it is becoming really hard to grow traditional plants in their

lands. .
- _ad Thank you | - Ay
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Below are some example recipients:

e Relatives, friends and classmates: as individuals and as families, we all make choices every
day.

e Local councillors: the municipal government has considerable responsibility over local
decisions.

e Trustees of the school board

e Leaders of community groups: groups such as Guides and Scouts, 4-H clubs, and faith-
based organizations may want to take on a project.

e Members of community organizations

e Owners of local businesses: it can add weight to an argument if they know the author of
the eCard, or the author’s family, is a regular customer

e Energy and utility companies

e Local or national newspapers: eCards can be sent to the editor or to appropriate reporters
who have their contact information listed at the end of articles.

e Local Member of Parliament: they want and need to know what their constituents think
and what issues they care about.

Learners will have the option to consent to
sending their eCards or allowing them to
be posted to our website. If they do not
consent to either, you will still receive the final
copy of their work for assessment purposes,
but the eCard will not be posted or shared
beyond that.

Published eCard:
Drought conditions as of February 28, 2023

e 2 To protect learner privacy, we limit student
: information on eCards to their grade,
school, and first name and last initial.

It's a quick edit for us to remove any additional
identifying information from student
messages, but will require an edit “step” for
the eCards creator to do if information is
included in the artwork submitted. Please help

f“‘ . ! :“'f"'"”‘j°f'j*"‘m -f" e us support student safety and privacy by

e 'l el g looking out for photos or other identifying
information.

Climate Change

I'm concerned about two issues caused by climate change. Glaciers are melting and this impacts people living in low-lying
areas because as sea levels rise, there are more storm surges. 5o | am asking you what you're doing for that issue? Also,
droughts willimpact farmed crops and lead to loss of income for farmers, increased food costs for consumers, and increased
stress levels for everyone

In conclusion, | want to know what you're doing for climate change and if you are helping. how will it help?

Created by: Darrien L.

Maonitor Agriculture Canadacal

10

greenlearning.ca

Copyright © 2024 GreenlLearning Canada Foundation.
All Rights Reserved.



Writing a Message

Learners write a message and also generate a title for their eCard, keeping in mind
their intended audience. Please note that the eCard title will also be in the Subject Line
of the final email to the decision maker. For more information, see the Advocating
Change Handout.

e You may want to give your learners some time in small discussion groups to think
aloud about what they want to say in their eCard and to get peer feedback on their
ideas.

¢ If you intend to use eCards to assess learning, consider sharing a rubric with the
learners before they begin their message about how you plan to grade their work.

e You may want to encourage learners to focus their eCards around an upcoming
event, by sending eCards to the Prime Minister prior to International Conferences
on Climate Change, for example.

e Motivated learners are always welcome to create additional eCards if they are
interested. Additionally, eCards can be a fun way for learners that may be less
engaged in the classroom to complete work and show their learning in a novel way.

1
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Imagery

We have examples of what eCards have been
previously created on our eCard website and tools
the learners may want to use to create their
graphics. These tools are just suggestions - they can
create their artwork by hand or however they
choose! There are also tips and tools in the Artwork
Creation section to help learners with graphics.

Learner-created graphics are essential to the
eCards, and they can take many forms:

e adigital photo

e ascanned drawing or painting made by hand

e artwork created by online tools such as Canva

e a Meme

e aVideo (YouTube and TikTok URLs are welcome!)

Whatever approach learners take, ensure they end
up with a saved .jpg or .png file that they can upload
into their eCard submission. Learners who agree to
publish their eCard on GreenlLearning's website will
be covered under Creative Commons /
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 licensing as per
Greenlearning's Privacy Policy.

Published eCard:

drake wasn’t lying, ice melts

our platform ta share information and spread awareness, you can make a difference
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Step 3: Get Feedback

When learners are happy with their eCard
graphics and message, they are ready for
feedback.

This is a great opportunity to support or
challenge students! It's also a flexible step;
learners can seek feedback from you, or
could practice giving peer feedback.

Learners can send their draft eCard to you or their peers with digital classroom tools
you already use. Consider prompting your learners with the following questions for
peer feedback:

¢ In one sentence, what do you think this eCard is asking someone to do?

¢ Did you notice any spelling or grammar mistakes?

e Tryreading the eCard out loud, like you're giving a quiet speech. Does it make
sense, and have “flow"?

e What parts of the eCard make you feel motivated to listen to the writer's message?
Is there anything that could be changed to motivate the reader more?

Remember to schedule some time for students to receive their feedback and complete
any edits they feel are appropriate. When their eCard is ready to go they can move on
to the last step!

We believe in the importance of empowering youth to engage with topics they
feel strongly about, with critical thought and evidence-based information. Your
various learners may have unique and diverse perspectives, and we welcome
their work. We also remind learners that:

Words hold power, and we hope your eCard can make a positive
difference. We will not email or publish any eCards containing a message
with discriminatory content, obscenity, or profanity.

13
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Step 4: Send

Submitting an eCard Needed

After receiving feedback from you and/or your class the
learners are ready to send their eCard to us.

If you want to be involved in the final approval process, please be sure to
contact us at ecards@greenlearning.ca first! We have a separate submission form
for your learners to use that will ensure you are a part of the process for each eCard.
If you choose this option, you will receive an email for each learner’s submission that
allows you to approve or request edits from them.

Otherwise, the general submission form on our webpage (and linked below) will let
learners submit their work; we will review and approve it without you reviewing the
online submission first. We will still contact you if any material is submitted that
requires a second opinion from an educator that knows the learner best. We will also
CC you on any emails to students or decision makers, and let you know when the
eCard is published.

The learners will need to fill out the eCard submission form with all their eCard details.
This includes their school contact information, along with their artwork (uploaded as
Jjpg or .png), their message, and the decision-maker’'s email address. Please remind
learners that want to include artwork to confirm that they click the blue “Add” button that
appears after they upload their file.

On this form there is a section for learners to consent to have their eCard posted to
our website, and emailed out. Learners may consent to either of these options, or opt
out entirely. Once the learner has submitted their eCard submitted, an email will be
sent to GreenLearning Admin.

Approval Process

We do a quick read-through, checking for things like
st i student privacy, contents, and completion. If there is
(general content, student privacy) something that would prevent us from publishing the

work (ex. copyright concerns), we'll let you and the

learner know that an edit is needed.
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If you have requested to be involved in the approval process...
(skipped this step? Proceed to the next section, this won't apply to you)

You will now receive an email for each eCard we
reacher review. If we think it's ready to go, we'll approve it
Approval s and it will be emailed to you for review. At this point,
Bttty you can decide if the eCard is ready or requires
some additional work. In your email there will be an
“Approval” link and a “Needs Edit” link.

If your learners don't have access to email, you can contact them directly to discuss
edits and share the edit link that you received in your approval email. You will get
another approval email after the edits have been submitted.

Note:
e The edit links you and your learner receive are unique to each ecard submission.
e Thereis a comment box at the bottom of the form for your learner to write down
and track any edits they have made to their eCard.

If the eCard is good to go, you can click the “Educator Approves eCard Button” and
leave a comment to your learner (ie. Great job!) and then click complete.

From here, we'll do the rest of the work. We will
publish the learners’ eCard onto the eCard
website, and sent out to their chosen decision-
Send/Publish reenisaming maker (if they gave consent for these steps). You
(per learner consent) and your learner will get an email notification
when it has been published and sent! We will also
CC you on the email, unless you indicate

otherwise.
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Helpful Resources
Classroom Infographic

Build your own eCard!

With eCards, you can send a virtual message to people that
make important decisions about our environment.
You have a voice. You can make a difference.

Step 1: Research

. Select and research a topic that you are
/ passionate about.

Step 2: Create

Use the eCard worksheet to guide your
design and message.

Step 3: Feedback

Get feedback on your eCard from your
educator or peers.

Step 4: Send

Now it's time to submit your eCard.
We'll send it out to your chosen
decision-maker!

Proud to be part of

Waves <f Change

Created bn With support from In partnership with
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Teacher Checklist

This checklist can help you keep track of your group’s progress on eCards. Please feel
free to reach out at ecards@greenlearning.ca for any support or information that will
help you and your learners go through the process smoothly!

Set up GreenLearning accounts with learners (page 8)

Book technology (laptops/tech carts/etc.), library, or other research
sources for your group. Tech needed for Step 1, Step 2 (if learners are
designing cards digitally), and Step 4.

Step 1: Research (2-3 hours)

Step 2: Create (7-3 hours, technology or art supplies needed)

Step 3: Feedback (7-2 hours)

Step 4: Send (7 hour)

Approval Process begins. GreenLearning Admin will review your
learners’ submitted eCards. Once approved on our end, we will send
then to you for a final approval (if you requested that step). We will
then be notified to post and/or send the eCard, depending on what
each learner has consented to.

Communication with GreenLearning. We'll typically reach out
once it looks like your learners have almost all made it through the
eCards process to update you about your class status. Feel free to
reach out at any point in the process!



mailto:ecards@greenlearning.ca

Adaptations

eCards is presented as a fairly tech-dependent activity. If this isn't an option for your
group, there are a couple options that might be a good fit:

e Limited tech for Step 1: Research:

o Use the books in your school's library, or learner’s textbooks to research.

o Reach out to local organizations (or national ones, like GreenLearning!) that offer
workshops, webinars, or guest speakers. What did learners take away from the
experience? Was there a call-to-action, or moment for support and encouragement?

o Consider using a field trip as your learners’ main research opportunity. Field
trips to the science centre, local landfill, neighbourhood park or town hall could
provide many resources and opportunities to ask questions, make observations,
and find connections.

e Limited tech for Step 2: Create:

o Learners are welcome to create physical, hard-copies of their eCards! In
order for us to publish them to our site, we will need a clear photo (.jpeg, .png,
or .pdf) of the card, and a few contact details. This is a great option if your
learners are still developing the digital skills needed to submit an eCard online,
or don't have access to a device during school hours. Please send
ecards@greenlearning.ca an email if this is the route you plan to take with your
learners, and we'll let you know what info we need to proceed.

o Group submissions - a class can work together to create an eCard as an activity,
class discussion, or fun game! This is a great opportunity to wrap up a unit, field
trip, or celebrate on a themed school day. You can send an eCard on behalf of
your whole class.

Currently in the works, we're developing an eCard template for learners to “build their
own” message. This will allow learners to choose from a few images, and select a series
of phrases to help create their messages. Our intention is to offer a scaffolded
opportunity for learners to successfully share their voice. Let us know at
ecards@greenlearning.ca if you would be willing to test out this option!
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Next Steps

If we receive a reply from the decision-maker, GreenLearning will send you a
notification promptly so you can share the message with your learner. In the
meantime, to conclude and evaluate the eCards activity you may want to consider a
wrap-up activity:

¢ involve the whole class in a discussion about what worked and what could be
improved upon,
ask each learner to select another learner's eCard from the Class Gallery to send to
a new decision-maker (with your one-click approval, of course),
plan to do subsequent eCards with the class where the wrap-up activity can also
serve as a lead-in to the next round of eCards.

To strengthen the advocacy potential of the eCards platform, you may consider
engaging your class in climate action with the Commit2Act tool. This system helps
your class understand and measure the climate impacts of their daily actions and
encourages them to adopt greener behaviours while expanding their knowledge with
environmental trivia.

Pairing the eCards advocacy messages from your students with measurable impacts
from the cumulative actions of your class reinforces their calls to action and
demonstrates to decision makers that students are committed to implementing
change in their lives.

There are six action
categories in the
Commit2Act system,
representing actions
with measurable CO,
savings which
students may be able
to implement on their
own or with the help
of an adult:

Plant Based Eating Sustainable Transportation Avoid Single Use Plastic

Plant a Garden or Tree Avoid Fast Fashion Wash in Cold Water

greenlearning.ca
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[ AcT )
\ NOW /

If you decide to try Commit2Act,
here is some information to get

you started. Depending on how THE TIME To ACT
you prefer to have devices used in

your classroom, you can set up Is Now

Commit2Act in two different ways:

Add your email

Classroom Accounts

If you'd prefer to add information cumulatively and have your entire class act as a single
entity, you can use this link to join the eCards group
https://app.commit2act.org/group-profile/Ecards/add/02d89eba-d807-4807-b049-
3444b47967f7-729 . Using this method, you can create a single profile for your class,
then ask your students to self report which actions they have implemented and add
them to the system in aggregate.

Student Accounts

If students are allowed to use their own devices, (or devices in groups) you can create a
private Commit2Act group for your class via https://app.commit2act.org/create-
group/. After setting this up you will have a link that can be shared with your class to
enable them to join. We recommend setting group settings to “Private” and to set up a
password that your students must have access to in order to join. We also recommend
that your students do not use their actual names for their profiles and that they avoid
uploading photos of their faces. After a student has submitted an action, you (as the
group leader) will be able to approve it.

With both methods above, you will be able to track the cumulative CO, savings of your
students actions, either through your class account, or through the groups page. These
impact numbers will grow over time, as your students implement more actions and
these numbers (and the experience of implementing the actions themselves) can be
added to your e-cards text to strengthen your advocacy messages!

If you have any questions or would like additional support, please reach out to:
commit2act@takingitglobal.org
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