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Main Objective

Learners will learn about plastic management and diversion in Canada. Learners will
explore what their local municipalities are doing to address plastic pollution.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this activity, learners will:
e Develop an understanding of plastic
waste management in Canada

Length of Activity: 1.5 - 2

e Understand what their local hours
municipalities are doing to manage Step 1: Intro to waste management in
plastic waste Canada

Step 2+3: Learn about plastic waste
management globally and across Canada
Step 4: Answer activity questions

Materials Required

¢ Internet-enabled device

e Topic backgrounder

e Eco 360 notebook (we recommend
asking learners to maintain a
notebook for this program to write
down reflections as they go through
the program)

Created by

1

greeﬁ‘7 greenlearning.ca
Copyright © 2024 GreenlLearning Canada Foundation.
LEARNING All Rights Reserved.



Alberta Ontario
Social 10-1 Grade 9 Geography
e 3.7 - Explore multiple regarding the ¢ (C1.The Sustainability of Resources:

relationship among people, the land and
globalization (spirituality, stewardship,
sustainability, resource development)
Biology 30 Unit D: Population & Community
Dynamics
e 30-D2.1sts - Explain why Canadian society

analyse impacts of resource policy,
resource management, and consumer
choices on resource sustainability in
Canada

E1. The Sustainability of Human
Systems: analyse issues relating to the

supports scientific research and sustainability of human systems in
technological development to facilitate a Canada
sustainable society, economy and Grade 9 Biology (B1.2)
environment Grade 9 Biology (B3.5)

Chemistry 30: Unit C Chemical Changes of Grade 10 Biology (B1.3)

Organic Compounds

* 30-C2.3 STS Outcome - explain how

science and technology have both
intended and unintended consequences
for humans and the environment

Step 1: Using the backgrounder, explain waste management in Canada
to your learners
Explain how it is a shared responsibility between all levels of government. Spend time

on Canada'’s performance to date and its plans moving forward to address plastic
waste.

Step 2: Introduction to the Best Practices for Plastic Waste

Management
Introduce learners to best practices observed by cities around the world to manage
plastic waste provided by WWEF:

e Firstintroduce learners to the best practices observed by cities here:

CO https://greenlearning.ca/assets/uploads/pdf/Plastic-Management-Best-
Practices.pdf

e Explore each instrument in detail by looking them up on the website here:

CO https://plasticsmartcities.org/best-practice-approaches/
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https://greenlearning.ca/assets/uploads/pdf/Plastic-Management-Best-Practices.pdf
https://greenlearning.ca/assets/uploads/pdf/Plastic-Management-Best-Practices.pdf
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Step 3: Jigsaw Activity

Learners will explore municipal plastic waste management programs in cities across
Canada to understand how municipalities are managing plastic waste.

e Divide the class into Jigsaw groups of 3-5 learners.

e Assign one city from the list below to each learner in a Jigsaw group.

e Allow one learner from each Jigsaw group to join other learners that are assigned
the same city. In this step, learners will discuss their findings and take notes in their
Eco 360 notebooks.

e Ask the learners to re-join their original Jigsaw group and have each learner in the
group share their findings with their group.

Cities to assign to learners:
e Calgary:

CO https://www.calgary.ca/waste/residential.html
e Edmonton:

CO https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/garbage waste/edmonton-waste-
management-centre

e Toronto:

e Vancouver:

COhttps://vancouver.ca/home-mperty-development/waste-disposal-and-
recycling.aspx
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Step 4: Conclusion

As a class, consider the following questions for discussion:

1.How effective are the municipal policies you reviewed in your research?

2.Did you find any of the best practices shared by WWF in your municipality for
managing plastic waste? If yes, which one?

3.How can your municipality improve its plastic waste management?

4.Has plastic waste gone down over the years since the policies being implemented in
your municipality?

5.Can Canada achieve the zero plastic waste vision by 2030? Why or why not? Discuss
the challenges and opportunities you foresee.

4

greenlearning.ca

Copyright © 2024 GreenLearning Canada Foundation.
All Rights Reserved.



